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From steam trains to modern transport
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Do you know when the public transport started in Brno? The trams in Brno have gone since 1869, that is more than 145 years! At the same time the horse-drawn railway was established and started to be in operation. It is interesting that it was the first city railway in the Czech territory and the third in the Austro-Hungarian Empire. Everybody knows horse drawn railway was surrogated by steam trains. The operation of steam trains began in 1884. Interesting information is, that the first line in Brno was from Pisárky to Královo Pole, which is today´s important line 1 from Bystrc via Pisárky and Královo Pole to Řečkovice! But which is the second line? The second place in our city, where steam trains started to go, was Central Cemetery. Trains went there from Václavská street. The important year in history of public transport in Brno was 1900. I consider, that you do not guess what happened? At the beginning of 20th century the development of electric tramways was started in Brno. It is important to say 5 roads were in operation in 1903! Public transport now is different in comparison with beginning of 20th century. For example tram lines were signed by colours. The numbers of lines were introduced later.
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Steam train

During the first world war most roads and vehicles were destroyed. After the war the roads and vehicles were rebuilt. In the twenties and the thirties the development of electric tramways started. But in 1938 the second world war began and the infrastructure was destroyed again. After the second world war the operation of public transport was renewed and in the following years steamships on the Brno reservoir and trolleybuses started to go! Another big change was in 1995, when new modern principles of organisation of public transport were applied. Do you know what it means? These principles have been especialy based on tram lines. The buses  do not go to the city centre and the tram lines go more often. The buses go from suburb to the connection points, where the trams continue to the city centre, for example to Česká stop or Malinovského náměstí stop. So, let us look at the proposals, which work on the same strategy, but respond to changes in the city´s development.
On the main routes more connections

The proposal supposes to intesify the main lines 1, 8 and 12, which are used by most of the people in Brno. According to my plan trams on these lines go every 3 minutes on working days in the morning and in the afternoon. Passengers from Lesná can expect improvement of public transport to the city centre because of better position of the end station of bus line 46. It will cause more comfortable transfers at Lesnická and Zemědělská stop from trams to buses and the other way round. Circular lines 44 and 84 disappear from the map of lines and will be compensated by new connections in 3 different roads. New routes will be signed by numbers 29 and 72 and the operation of 52 and 53 will be modified. Cancelation of circular lines 44 an 84 would cause better continuity in many connections points in Brno.
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Map of organisation of public transport in Lesná

The campus will be more accesible

Other proposed changes include modification of larger group of lines for better connection to the campus in Bohunice. The operation line 25 will be significantly intensified. The operation of trolleybuses 26 and 27 will be changed as well. Due to changes in trolleybus network, service of Stará osada stop will be improved. The operation to Stará osada will be ensured only by trolleybus 27, not by 25 and 26. Trolleybuses lines 32, 34 and 36 now from Česká stop will go different. Line 34 will depart from Konečného náměstí stop. On working days campus will be accesible from Central Cemetery by line 69.
The part of connections will be cancelled

Because of more intensity of the operation on the main lines, part of the other lines will be restricted or cancelled. For example half of the trams (line 1) will not go to Řečkovice. Due to this change operation of lines 42, 65 and 70 will be modified. These bus lines will substitute the part of connections of line 1 in Medlánky and Řečkovice. Other restricted lines are 4 to Maloměřice, 49 in Černovice or some other buses, which are not useful.
Changes in night and weekend operation
The proposal changes night operation. Night buses go until 6 a.m. at the weekend and some of them go less often at night, for example the lines N91 and N97. On the other hand the lines N90, N96 and N99 go more often. Some of the day lines will be reduced in Sunday morning, for example line 3 in Bystrc, line 6 in Starý Lískovec or bus lines 46, 55 and 57.

New stops for better travelling
New stops will be established for buses 75, 78 and 82, for example in Tomkovo náměstí and in the housing estate Líšeň. Bus line 81 will be extended to Štefánikova čtvrť and Merhautova stop.
What will the changes cause?

Changes are positive for the whole system, because public transport in Brno will be more reliable. Main lines will go more often. On the other hand the city budget for public transport can remain.
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